398      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler to General Weitzel
Deo 9th, 1864, 0 P.M.
You will embark your command and get them off to Fortress Monroe as soon as possible after daylight tomorrow morning.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, May. Gen. Comdg.
From General Butler CIPHER.   FOBT MONBOB, December 10th, 1864, 11.45 A.M.
Lieut. Gen'l. U. S. GRANT, CITY POINT
HAS been blowing a gale ever since we arrived. Is clearing up a little. We are all ready, waiting for the Navy.
Any news from Warren or Sherman?
BENJ. F. BUTLER, May. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
Cirr POINT, VA., Deo. 10, 1864, 8.80 PJI.
NOTHING from Sherman or Warren. Heavy cannonading was heard south of Petersburg, very distant, this forenoon.
U. S. GRANT, Li. Gen.
From General Butler
Head Quarters, Dept. of Va. & No. Carolina, FOBT MONBOE, Deo. 10, 1864
WM. T. BLODGETT, Esq., Chairman, NEW YORK CITY
MY DEAR Sm: I acknowledge receipt of the pistols sent me through the "Arms & Trophies Department of the Metropolitan Fair/' New York.
The beauty of the weapons, then' exquisite workmanship and high intrinsic value, are but the least of the attributes for which I prize the splendid gift. Above all to know that in that noble charity my name was thought worthy to take place amongst those who deserve well of their Country is a meed of praise of inestimable worth, the memory of which will incite me to new exertion for the cause in which I am serving, and the tokens shall be transmitted a cherished inheritance to my
children.                   Tr                      Tr        ..-,        _.. _
Very gratefully Yours, BENJ. F. BUTLEE